CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the American Naturalist: 

Sir: — In a suggestive article in the American Naturalist for 
August (XXXVII, 551-555), on “Vernacular names of animals,” 
Dr. Edwin W. Doran remarks, “ I believe that I am the first who 
has thought it necessary to prepare a synonymy of the vernacular 
names of animals” and announces that “the author has in prep¬ 
aration a synonymy of all the vernacular names of vertebrates.” 
It is evident from this, and from interviews had with other natural¬ 
ists, that a great work on the subject published more than a century 
ago is unknown to most who are especially interested in its subject- 
matter. Indeed, I have found that none of the naturalists of 
Washington whom I had asked knew about it, so completely has it 
been forgotten. Nevertheless, it is a work in four large quarto 
volumes of about 2400 pages with 4783 numbered columns and some 
additional leaves (preliminary) as noted below. I give the title of 
the work and analysis of the volumes. 

General title . 

Allgemeines | Polyglotten-Lexicon | der | Naturgeschichte | von 
| Philip Andreas | Nemnich, J. U. L. | mut. mud. See below. | Zu 
fin den | Hamburg, bey Licentiat Nemnich | [etc.] 

The title page of the first part is printed from a plate; those of 
the other parts from regular type. They are paged for or were 
bound in four volumes as follows :— 

I. 

[Erste Lieferung. A—Can us.] Eng. title page + 8 p. 1 . -f col. 1- 
840. 1793. 

Zweyte Lieferung. | — | Cap. — Fus. ) title page + col. 841-1684. 
1 793 * 
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II. 

Dritte Lieferung. | G—N. | title page + col. 1-740. 1794. 

Virete Lieferung. | O— Z. j title page 4 -col. 741-1592. 1795. 

III. 

Fiinfte Lieferung. | — | 1) Deutsches Worterbuch der Naturge- 
schichte. | 2) Englisches Worterbuch der Naturgeschichte. | title page 
+ col. 1-676 (= Fiinfte Lief. Deutsches W.) + col. 677-1056 (= 
Sechste Lief.). [No date.] 


IV. 

Siebente Lieferung. | — | 1) Frazosisches Worterbuch der Natur¬ 
geschichte | 2) Italienisches Worterbuch der Naturgeschichte. | title 
page-f-col. 1057-1376 (= Franzosisches W.)-fcol. 1377-1507 (= 
Italienisches W.) [No date.] 

Achte und letzte Lieferung. | — | 1) Spanisches Worterbuch der 
Naturgeschichte. | 2) Hollandisches Worterbuch der Naturgeschichte. 

| 3) Schwedisches Worterbuch der Naturgeschichte. | 4) Datiisches, 
Norwegisches und Islandisches Worterbuch der Naturgeschichte. | 
5) Einige Nachtriige. | title page + col. 1509-2108. 1798. 

This bibliographical description will suffice to give some idea of 
the nature and extent of the work. It is only necessary to add that 
in the first 2 volumes, under each Linnaean genus, alphabetically 
arranged, the species are enumerated under their Latin names in 
alphabetical order and the vernacular names in different languages 
added under the Latin ones. Thus, under A?uis boschas domes tica, 
as “Engl” 12 names applied to the subspecies as a whole in 
English as well as Gaelic, Welsh and Cornish, 3 of the drake, and 
3 of the young are given ; under Anas boschas fera 4 names are 
given as “ Engl 

It cannot be claimed that the English part is well done but the 
author at least “ thought it necessary to prepare a synonymy of 
the vernacular names of animals” and carried the idea into execution 
in a very voluminous work. 

Another noteworthy work carrying out the same idea for certain 
North American birds is Gurdon Trumbull’s volume on “ Names and 
Portraits of Birds which interest gunners,” published in 1888. 

Numerous minor contributions to the same subject have been 
published. 

Theo. Gill. 

(No. 446 was mailed April 2 S , 1404 ). 
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